
ARISTOPHANES, LYSISTRATE 264 

Aristophanes, Lysistrate 256-65 -271-80 runs as follows. I print the much- 
discussed' and frequently emended 2 lines 260-65 -2 75 -80 as they appear in 
the manuscripts (the strophe survives only in R) and testimonia, and shall argue 
that they are sound with the exception of 264, for which I suggest an emendation. 

i 'srXX' aieXiTrr cveurw &'p T&t /.aKpCOL f3ico, oei, 
e7Tei ri 6av iro-r' 11Xirw', Ci ~2;rpvp66wp', a'Koiuat 

'yvvaEKaw, a&, e006uKopIev 
arT oLKV ov )paiIE K aK 6v, 

Ka,rd jiev aytov eXew f3pe'raq 
a'c r' &Kp6iroXtp e'p&v Xc4e v, 

/IOXXOLUU) & Kat' K XnLO3powwL 
,ra irposr6Xcua TraKTotWv; 

ob) ~yap pa' rT?p Ai7i.?p7rp EliOt ~cWTroq t',Xavobrat 
bTreioz)& KXeop6pnq, 6O' av'rr'?V Kar4oXe 7TpCroq0, 

a7rs7X &ld'a4XaKroq, &tXX' 
6pcj AaK,V,zO'u 7TV'lw&L 
WXeXcro i6cX,irXa irapa6oz),q e'io4' 
U/JtKpdl) 'EX(~. wv 7avrpq3cwLiwo, 
7rewvcoi I5vir&. blTapaTtXToq, 

4 &r(.v a"Xovroq. 

256/7 
258/9 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 

271/2 
273/4 
275 
276 
277 
278 
279 
280 

256 Su a 551 (om. Oev-) 264-5 Su ir 31 iraKroDV KXeL'Ew, huoaXti~eufa. p.oXXola Td' 
roitXaLa lraKT-olv. 'Aptaroodmaq Ava Tap/LT771 273-5 Su vp 8 KaL &ip,6XaKTO1q 'Aptaroodvnizy 

7rpc;)T,ro &7ri7Xftvo (-t53Ev G) Zn&~pXaKTOcq WCX 6~wq AaK,WVKO'V 7Tve'.wv. 2 79-80 Su a 1361 
&1TapdTtX,roq... &Xovyro'z. 

256 C`veaTv Reisig: 6'arLiu R Su 259 E2rpvp.66wp' Brunck: E2rvAA- R 277 (4LxeTr 6birXa R 
279 irwvCw R 

The metre is essentially iambic dimeter: 256-9'-271-4 = iambic dimeter 
+ ithyphallic (cf. Frogs 395 f.); the ithyphallic returns as a final clausula in 

I shall refer to the following works by the 
author's name only: editions of Lysistrate: 
R. Brunck (Argentorati, 1783); V. Coulon 
(Paris, 1928); R. Enger (Bonn, 1844); 
F. W. Hall and W. M. Geldart' (Oxford, 
1907); H. Holden (Cambridge, 1868); 
A. Meineke (Leipzig, 1860); B. B. Rogers 
(London, 191 1); J. van Leeuwen (Leiden, 
1903); U. von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff 
(Berlin, 1927); other works: A. M. Dale, 
The Lyric Metres of Greek Drama' 
(Cambridge, 1968); J. D. Denniston, 'Lyric 
Iambics In Greek Drama', in Greek Poetry 
and Life. Essays Presented to Gilbert Murray 
(Oxford, 1936), pp.121 ff.; E. Fraenkel, 
'Lyrische Daktylen', in Kleine Beitraige zur 

klassiscben Pbilologie i (Rome, 1964), 
pp.165 ff. (= RbM 72 (1918), 161 ff., 
321 ff.); J. Henderson, 'Coniecturarum in 
Aristophanis Lysistratam Repertorium', 
HSCPb 82 (1978); G. Hermann, Euripidis 
Ipbigeneia Taurica (Leipzig 1833); 
M. Platnauer, 'Antistrophic Variation In 
Aristophanes', in Greek Poetry and Life 
(as above), pp.241 ff.; C. Prato, I canti di 
Aristofane (Rome, 1962); 0. Schroeder, 
Aristopbanis Cantica' (Leipzig, 1930); 
U. von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, 
Griecbiscbe Verskunst (Berlin, 1921). 

1See Platnauer, pp.243 f. 
2For a full listing of proposed emen- 

dations, see Henderson, ad loc. 



265'280.1 262 f. have regular tribrachic resolution: uu'l uu"u/u-u-, while the 
antistrophe (277 f.) shows -u"u -ru u-u-. This responsion is unusual but its 
genuineness is guaranteed by its repetition in successive lines. We should think of 
the first metron of 277 f. as 'dactylic anapests'2 in which syllable-counting has 
inverted the normal u u-.3 Compare the similar responsion, in the first half of a 
dimeter, at 324 vr6 r' avpwcov (Oeri: re v6ducov codd.) pyaXpev - 338 eti 
rTT6XV cC rptpradavra (Herkenrath: rpraeXavrov codd.) ,dapoc: uuuu- -uu- - 
-UU -UU -UU-. 

The difficult 264-279 remain. 264 is certainly corrupt but there is nothing 
objectionable in the language or metre of 279. lretvcv, rejected by all editors 

(except Holden) as a banalization of irtwcv, should stand in the text: irtvato, not 
attested elsewhere,4 would be tautologous with v7rcwv. And note Birds 1282 

(describing 'Lakonizers') eKO6Cv, 7rteiCV, ppTc, eppV (C, eoKpdrwv. The metre of 
279 is --u-/u u u-u, an iambic metron followed by a trochaic one. Mixed 

systems in which iambs alternate with trochees are found not infrequently in 

Euripides' later plays (e.g. Hel. 167 ff., Phoen. 1018 ff.) and there is a notable 

example in Frogs, 209 ff.5 At Pindar, 01. 2.1 and Fr. 108.1 trochees follow 
iambs in the same dimeter, as also at Aeschylus, Pers. 638~645, Euripides, 
Suppl. 374-378 (note 376"380: u-- u-u-I-u--; 375 and 377 are iambic 
trimeters). In our passage the trochaic metron probably serves as a piquant 
bridge into the ithyphallic clausula; ithyphallics are appropriate in both iambic 
and trochaic environments. Note Lys. 1305 wc 2Trdprav Lvico&lue?, ---f-u--, 
which bridges an iambic dimeter and a trochaic dimeter (compare Eur. Hel. 363). 

Is there a simple way to bring 264 into acceptable responsion? Brunck's easy 
L0oXXoa[Wv] and K\tOpOotat[v], accepted by Rogers and Hall/Geldart, involves no 
change in 279 but would allow a syncopated trochaic metron in 264 to 
correspond with an unsyncopated one in 279 (U-u-iuuu-u); I find no 
parallels.6 Besides, the 'palimbacchius' (--u) scarcely appears to occur in 
comedy (Dale, p.88). Other editors resort to emendations in both lines. Coulon 
prints iioxXoi, but retains KX\tOpotawv, with Schroeder's P6sr' in 279, giving a 
catalectic iambic dimeter, u-u u u u-u. But pVStr' is unparalleled (this plural 
only at Homer, Od. 6.93) and unlikely ('filthy with regard to his dirt'?). 
van Leeuwen in 264 adopts, for no apparent reason, Meineke's suggestion, 
i0oXo&l &e Kal KXrtOpotai pov, leaving 279 as in the manuscripts instead of going 
all the way with Meineke and transposing drTapdTXTor pvnrcv, to give 
u-u u u --u-, an iambic dimeter. I see no justification for lov, and the Suda 
seems to tell against the transposition. Wilamowitz is even more violent: 7 

KX\Opotq b&e <6&> Kat p/oxXo&- r mvwv p5vrw daraprtnX-, giving iambic + 
cretic but spoiling, I think, the delicacy of the song's phrasing. 

The Suda does, however, support Wilamowitz's transposition of KX)t0potat(v) 
and LoxX\oLot(v),8 as does the only other collocation of these words, Eur. Andr. 
950 f. trp6o r'd' ev' kvXMaoeTe IK\rXlOpotol KaL tioxXoiolat 6a?TcoW TrrVXaw. 

1 For resolution of the first syllable in pp.133 ff. Note that Birds 1394, cited by 
265 cf. Frogs 395 f. and see Prato, p.187 Denniston (p.134), is not an example: see 
(at Birds 944). Fraenkel, p.185 n.1. 

2 For possible parallels see Denniston, 6 See Wilamowitz, Verskunst, pp.269 ff. 
pp.139 ff. for possible licences in Euripides. 

3 Dale, p.78 n.l. 7 Cf. Verskunst, pp.481 f. 
4 Brunck conjectured rvwvra at Plutus 8 First suggested by Hermann (at line 

297 (nretvcwvra codd.). 192) and Reisig (in Enger, ad loc.). 
5 Further examples in Denniston, 
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Accordingly I suggest K XriLOpotot 6' av Kati poXXoiol, giving 264-279 - -u- 
u u-u, iambic + trochaic (for the resolved trochaic responding with an unre- 
solved one cf. Aeschylus, Pers. 638-645). Just a few lines earlier (255) R shows 

faulty transposition of words; and for confusion of 6' av and &6 cf. 426 6' av R: 
6e cett. 6' av, 'and further', provides an emphatic contrast with p/zv (262) and 
marks a fresh item in the oldsters' catalogue of feminine enormities. 

Yale University JEFFREY HENDERSON 
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